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About
SPAC

Created in 2010 by PA96-0711 to serve as the non-partisan,
independent sentencing commission for the State of Illinois 

Comprised of researchers, lawyers, and policy analysts to provide
information to the legislature and executive branch about the impact of

sentencing policy

Provides information about the criminal justice system across Illinois  
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Mandates

System-wide Fiscal

Impact of Legislative

Proposals

Ensure Adequate

Resources and

Facilities for

Correctional

Populations

Analysis of Enacted

Legislation 

Prison and Probation

Population

Projections 
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 Deliverables

FISCAL IMPACTS INFOGRAPHICS RESEARCH
REPORTS

OFFENSE
INVENTORIES

Provides fiscal, demographic,
and victimization impacts of

proposed legislation

Includes prison pies, system snap-
shots, and average profiles to

provide an understanding of the
status of the criminal justice system

Non-probationable offenses and
a summary of Public Acts that

impact SPAC’s work

Detailed analyses of special
topics either statutorily
mandated or driven by

current trends
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Fiscal
Impacts

DATA UTILIZED
Data in Fiscal Impact Analyses come from Criminal History

Record Information (CHRI), the Illinois Department of Corrections

(IDOC), and National Research of Victimization patterns

INFORMATION PROVIDED 

Includes a summary of legislative changes, current arrest,

conviction, sentencing, and prison data from CHRI and IDOC; 

current costs incurred over the last three years and the proposed

cost of legislation 
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The Process of
Fiscal Impacts 
BILL SCREENING

COST CALCULATIONS

PROJECTION 

SPAC tracks proposed legislation that impacts the sentenced population in Illinois, and
screens bills based on the ability to analyze the bills and the impact that the legislation
would have on the correctional population

Based on financial information received from the Illinois Department of Corrections,
Administrative Office of the Illinois Courts, and local sheriff departments 

SPAC then uses the changes in resource use coupled with the cost information to create a
fiscal impact of the legislation had the policy been in effect for the last 3 years

Uses the previous year of admissions and the population on June 30th of the prior year to
model the impact of the sentencing change on the Illinois Prison Population
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DEMOGRAPHICS
SPAC uses Criminal History Record Information (CHRI) and Illinois Department of
Corrections (IDOC) data to analyze who is being arrested, convicted, and                     
sentenced under the offense that is the subject of the legislation
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Infographics

PRISON PIES

AVERAGE PROFILES

SYSTEM SNAPSHOTS

Summary of admissions and exits from the previous fiscal year and the prison
population on June 30th of the previous year

Summary of the characteristics of people convicted of crimes in Illinois

Provides a summary of the average person convicted of a crime in Illinois rather
than the exceptional cases that receive the most media attention 

Provides a summary of the most common felony and
misdemeanor convictions in Illinois in the prior year
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 Prison
Pies
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Average DUI Conviction 
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Provides trends, class
breakdowns for the year,
sentence breakdowns, sentence
lengths and distributions,
demographics, and recidivism
analysis

Snapshots
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Illinois Criminal Justice System
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Current Trends
Analysis

CGL Report on Correctional Centers in Illinois

Admission Trends

Truth-in-Sentencing and Changing Prison Population
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Correctional
Philosophy
22% of bed space
opened prior to 1926

Rehabilitation vs
Isolation and
Separation

Facility
Deterioration
2.5 Billion in Deferred
Maintenance will
double every 5 years

ADA and PREA
Compliance

Bed Space
Projections
Projections show a
dearth in minimum
security beds

Treatment
Needs

Mental Health
Treatment Space

Medical and Dental
Care 

Facility Master Plan - CGL
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Felony arrests and guilty dispositions decreased
by approximately 30% between 2010 and 2022

Cook County’s proportion of felony arrests
decreased from almost 50% of the state total in
2010 to around 35% in 2022 

Convictions exhibit a similar trend, dropping from
over 40-45% to approximately 35%

In 2010, felony drug arrests comprised
approximately 60% black and 30% white
individuals, but now stand just below 40% black
and 45% white

Since 2010, probation has become increasingly
favored over prison sentences, except for cases
involving weapons and violent offenses

Current
Trends -
Arrest and
Convictions



Admissions for all racial 
categories have declined

18-25 year-olds have seen 
significant decline in admissions

since 2014
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Trends in admissions by offense class have
remained relatively stable

Class 4 no longer the most common class
for admissions

Weapons offenses have increased as a
proportion of admissions 

Drug and property offense have seen
substantial declines in admissions from 2010

to present
spac.illinois.gov
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Population Trends -
Age

The Over 55 population in
prison has increased 61%
from 2010
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Population Trends - Truth in
Sentencing 

The correctional population
serving sentences under TIS
laws is increasing

65% increase for people who
have to serve 100% and 
32% increase for people who
have to serve 85% of their
sentence
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Legislative Outreach

The Illinois Sentencing Policy Advisory Council (SPAC) is here

as a resource for all of your criminal justice questions. We will

respond to requests directly from members and their staff. 

We look forward to helping you in your work in the Senate

Special Committee for Criminal Law and Public Safety
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Connect With
Us!

Victoria.Gonzalez@illinois.gov
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The Sentencing Policy Advisory Council (SPAC) is Illinois’ non-partisan,
independent sentencing commission
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